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Sébastien Negrijn
December 19, 2017

Supervisor:
Dr T.E.J. Mensink

Assessor:
Dr A. Visser





MSc Artificial Intelligence
Master Thesis

Exploiting Symmetries
to Relocalise in RoboCup Soccer

by
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Abstract

In this thesis we are interested in exploiting symmetries in order to more accurately perform
relocalisation while playing robotic soccer. For many autonomous robots, localisation is an essential
task as without it the next action can not reliably be determined. For example, a robot can not
run clear if it has no understanding of its own position in the field, the position of the ball and
the position of its teammates and opponents. When the robot no longer knows where it is at it
needs to redetermine, or relocalise, its location without being able to use odometry data. A soccer
field, fortunately, contains both a point symmetry as well as two line symmetries. By exploiting
these symmetries and extending the PoseNet convolutional deep neural net architecture, we use
a single RGB image to predict continuous pose coordinates. Instead of generating these images
with a real robot, a simulator is created to more easily be able to change parameters such as the
lighting conditions, field colour and even the surroundings of the field. After showing that using
these symmetries in a soccer field increases the accuracy of the location predictions, we also show
an increase when compared to the original PoseNet architecture and its Street Scenes data sets.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Localisation has been a topic of research in robotics since its origin. During many tasks it is crucial
to know where you are to be able to succeed. In the case of this thesis, the task at hand is to play
autonomous soccer with a humanoid robot. As per the rules of competition no external sensors
can be used leaving the top camera of the robot to be the most suitable sensor. The goal is to use
this camera in conjunction with a deep neural net to predict poses from a single image.

1.1 RoboCup

The RoboCup initiative strives to facilitate a publicly appealing goal for robotics and artificial
intelligence. It does so by providing various challenges such as logistical difficulties in the Industrial
track, domestic challenges in the Home track, search and rescue challenges in the Rescue track
and fully autonomous Soccer. The logistic difficulties include challenges such as gripping odd sized
items with a robotic arm, transporting them to a different location while manoeuvring between
obstacles and filtering items if they have defects based on visual inspection. One such example of a
logistic challenge can be found in the @Work league where a Kuka YouBot1 fully autonomous picks
up bolts from a moving conveyor belt. Using (depth) cameras, the item needs to be identified and
the correct grip position determined, along with the right time at which to grab the item. Based
on a previously scanned data matrix (or QR-code), the item needs to be transported to a specific
location and put in the correct box. One specific league of the Home track uses the Pepper robot2

to assist people in domestic situations. Recently, the cocktail party challenge was introduced where
Pepper was tasked with getting drink orders from groups of people in a noisy environment, ordering
those drinks at the bar and returning the correct drink to the right person. In Rescue, custom
build robots are designed to locate people in hard to navigate locations created to simulate disaster
sites.

Finally, several soccer leagues exist each focusing on a different main topic of research. As soccer
is well known to the general audience and includes many different subfields of artificial intelligence,
it is the perfect goal that not only benefits scientists. Computer vision, locomotion and inter agent
communication are all relevant fields when trying to play autonomous soccer in which different
leagues try to find optimal solutions. The ultimate goal is to play and win a match against the
human 2050 FIFA World Cup3 while obliging to the same rules and without any unfair advantage
such as the use of wireless internet to communicate. The Humanoid Leagues are based on building
humanoid robots that can play soccer without any non-human like sensors like range finders. These
leagues are further divided into classes based on height with a maximum height of 90 centimetres
for the Kid Size, 140 for the Teen Size and 180 for the Adult Size. Their main research topics
include: dynamical walking, running and kicking while still being able to keep their own balance.
In the Middle Size League, an official FIFA soccer ball is used while only putting restrictions on
the height and weight of the robots used. Due to these restrictions, no humanoid robots need to be
used and instead wheel based robots are build. As these robots do not need to keep their balance,

1http://www.youbot-store.com/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
2https://www.ald.softbankrobotics.com/en/robots/pepper
3http://www.robocup.org/objective
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Figure 1.1: An overview of two teams playing a fully autonomous soccer match in
the Standard Platform League at the RoboCup European Open 2016.

and can move omnidirectional, more research can be devoted towards multi-agent cooperation and
strategies. The Small Size League is the only soccer league that is allowed to use an external
camera system to determine the position of the soccer players. The puck shaped 180 millimetres
robots can also put most of their effort into multi-agent cooperation as positions of other players
and the ball is provided by the external system. Different from the other leagues, the Simulation
League eliminates the use of robotic hardware as everything is done in simulation. Without the
need for often expensive hardware, and only requiring computing power for the simulation new
teams can more easily join the RoboCup without first having to purchase robots. Finally, in the
Standard Platform League (SPL) every team has to use the same robot, creating a fair playing
field where the only difference can be made in the software.

1.1.1 Standard Platform League

In the Standard Platform League (SPL) every team uses the SoftBank (previously Aldebaran) Nao
robot4 which can be seen in Figure 1.1. Several iterations of this robot are available with only a
slight difference in the used gears or available CPU, meaning that every team is limited by the same
hardware and the only difference between the teams is in the software. This hardware consists of
two RGB cameras in the head where one is aimed at its feet and the other at the horizon. Other
sensors include: two sonar beacons and receivers in the chest and several touch sensors and buttons
in the head, arms and feet.

The soccer software needs to be run on just the CPU of the robot and no offloading to any other
computing power is allowed. This results in the development of well optimised algorithms to detect
the ball, other players and the location on the field among others. Typically, this information is
shared between the players of one team while playing a match to find the optimal action that
should be executed by each player. For instance: as one player is closer to the ball than another, it
is most likely beneficial to let the closest player approach the ball. This sharing of information is
mostly done using a wireless network, although communication using audio has been on the wish
list of some teams due to the unreliability of the wireless network at busy events where multiple
of such networks and clients cause interference. As there are plenty of ways to detect objects and
share information with other teammates, different teams use different methods which result in
different results.

In the SPL, a field is used that is similar to a human soccer field, with a centre line and
circle and one penalty box on each side. Recently, a chequered black and white ball replaced the
previously used orange ball while in the year before the goals changed from yellow to white making

4https://www.ald.softbankrobotics.com/en/robots/nao
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them harder to detect. These changes make it more difficult to detect the two, while making the
field and the surroundings more similar to a human soccer field. As the computing power that
is available stays the same, more optimised solutions have to be found. When the goals became
the same colour, the field became fully symmetrical as previously the sides of the field could be
distinguished by the colours of the goals. It is this symmetry that this thesis will try to exploit
while determining the location of the robot. As one can imagine, to be able to score a goal, not only
the relative position of the ball, other players, and goal need to be known, but also the position
of the robot on the field itself. As in some situations, the goal is not always visible in the current
image, the robot would first need to turn towards the goal after which he would walk towards or
shoot at the goal. The action of the robot could also be different when the ball is currently close
to the defending teams goal as then it might be beneficial to get the ball away from the goal as
fast as possible, rather then trying to get it towards the opponent teams goal. Determining the
position of the robot on the field is also known as localisation.

1.1.2 Localisation

In general, localisation is considered the determination of the position of an agent within an
environment. This can be either a discrete location such as the opponents penalty box or the centre
circle, or specific coordinates relative to some static point. In this thesis we will consider the
location of robot relative to the centre of the field, and the orientation around the z axis. The
location and the orientation together are considered the pose of the robot. In general, popular
sensors for localisation can be divided into two groups: external and internal sensors where the
first partially depend on active external sources such as GPS, Bluetooth beacons or WiFi routers
which use the time it takes from an external source to the robot itself to determine their relative
distance. Using this relative distance to multiple different objects triangulation can be used to
determine a relative position. Another recent development is the use of external infrared beacons
(lighthouse) that project a known pattern, such as used with the HTC Vive5, the Microsoft Kinect6

also projects a pattern but instead is projected from the same location as the camera. The second
group often includes range finders that can determine the relative distance in either three or two
dimensions between the sensor and objects, depth cameras or ordinary RGB cameras attached to
the robot itself. As in the SPL no external sensors can be used, only the internal cameras from the
Nao are considered to be useful while trying to determine the position of the robot. From the data
that is provided by these internal sensors, usually, features are extracted to reduce the complexity
of the data and to provide a more high level description of the data. Furthermore, trends in the
data can be used to reduce the uncertainty of the predicted location as the prediction of a pose
from a single image might result in several possibilities. A series of images on the other hand, can
reduce this uncertainty as more features from several images can be used. This is however not
always possible as the stream of images can not always be relied upon as explained next. In the
SPL there are two specific cases that have to be dealt with: a fallen robot can have a different
orientation after getting back up and a referee might change the position of the robot after it has
committed a foul. In this thesis we therefore focus on predicting the pose based on a single image
instead of considering multiple images over time.

1.1.3 Relocalisation

Due to the rules of the SPL, situations exist where the robot is picked up by a referee and placed
somewhere else. In such cases the internal model that determines where the robot currently is and
where the robot could possibly move to in a given amount of time is invalidated. After the model
has been invalidated, relocalisation is required: without any usable knowledge about previous
positions, predicting the current position. The displacement of the robot by an external force is
also known as robot kidnapping [Engelson and McDermott, 1992] and has been a topic of research
for a longer period of time. Similar situations exists outside the SPL as well such as a robot driving
into an elevator and ending up on a different floor. A different situation in which a relocalisation
algorithm might be required is when the uncertainty from the localisation algorithm has become

5https://www.vive.com/us/product/vive-virtual-reality-system/
6https://developer.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/kinect/develop
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higher than a given threshold. The detection of when to invalidate the model proves to be difficult
even outside of the field of robotics. Similar cases can be found in the field of computer vision
when tracking an object over time on sequential images [Smeulders et al., 2014] [Tao et al., 2016].
In this work it is suggested that instead of tracking the object, detecting it in every single image
without trying to track it might be easier.

Typically, different algorithms are used for the localisation and relocalisation task when it
considers robotics as the former can heavily rely on the odometry, or movement commands, send
to the robot to give an estimate of the movement relative to the previous position while the
latter has no such information. As relocalisation has to determine the position of the robot in a
greater environment than the localisation algorithm, it usually takes significantly longer making
the relocalisation algorithm less suited to be executed all the time. Either way, to create and test
either a localisation or relocalisation algorithm, image data with known poses is required.

1.2 Data for Robot Relocalisation

To validate an algorithm, usually data with known labels are fed into the network after which the
outcome of the algorithm is compared to the known labels. The difference between the predictions
and the known value, or ground truth, then provides insight into the accuracy of the developed
algorithm. Generating such data in the case of the relocalisation task thus entails having images
taken from the top camera of the robot and knowing where those images were taken in the field.
Doing this with an actual robot on an official SPL field proved to be challenging.

1.2.1 Learning with the Robot

Applying any research topic to any field that requires hardware and especially robotics is considered
to be hard as the robot’s servos get hot the longer the robot is in use. One of these topics is
reinforcement learning, where an algorithm has to learn by itself what action to perform in certain
situations based on previously received rewards. The downside is that to do this, the algorithm
needs a lot of attempts or trails to evolve to a solution that is considered to be sensible for every
situation. When doing this on a robot that needs to move, the previously mentioned problem occurs
causing different results or even a complete malfunction of the robot over time. Another field uses
evolutionary algorithms to come to a behaviour that is based on some genome, typically encoded
by a series of numbers. Different genomes are generated and tested after which combinations of
the best performing genomes are made and the process is repeated. Again, the results from these
tests are subject to how worn down the robot is, requiring many breaks between the tests resulting
in longer than optimal times required to fully test multiple genomes.

1.2.2 Acquisition of Data from the Robot

During the process of trying to record a data set using an actual robot and a tracking system
similar issues were experienced. The used tracking system consists of six OptiTrack7 infrared
cameras from which images are captured. Using these images, reflective markers that were placed
on the robot are detected. As the positions of the cameras are known, the detected markers from
the images from all cameras can be projected to determine their position in three dimensional
space. By combining at least three markers, the pose can be determined as well with an average
accuracy less than a millimetre. The cameras were taken to the IranOpen 2017 SPL competitions
in Teheran to have access to an official sized field and placed at the corners of the field and ends of
the centre line at about three metres high. Each camera was aimed on the centre circle to provide
as much coverage as possible. On the robot itself, software was installed to capture images at a set
interval and to walk around the field in random directions. Meanwhile, other autonomous robots
were actually trying to play soccer while referees were around the field as well to assist them.
This setup would have resulted in a data set very similar to an actual match with other moving
players, referees and a ball. However, the presence of the referees meant that they were sometimes
blocking the view from a camera meaning that not enough cameras were covering that portion of

7http://optitrack.com/products/flex-13/
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Figure 1.2: Example images from the Virtual KITTI [Gaidon et al., 2016] data set
with real world images on the left and images from a virtual world on the right.

the field to project the detected markers and determine their position. Even when no referee was
present at all, the cameras were not able to detect all markers attached to the robot to determine
its pose. Even when one of the three markers was not detected, the pose of the robot could not be
determined. These issues were most likely caused by having a surface area that was too large for
the six cameras that were available to us. Moving the cameras to one half of the field to provide
more coverage on a single side was not an option as for the specific experiments that are performed
in this thesis, a data set with images on a full field is required.

Several different methods of acquiring the poses of the robot could have been attempted. First
additional sensors could have been added to the robot such as GPS. Adding GPS to the robot
would however have meant that additional physical hardware had to have been mounted to the
robot. Depending on the weight and location, this might influence the balance of the robot while
trying to walk and without being able to walk, no realistic data set can be recorded. An additional
downside to GPS is that it only provides location data and no orientation. Therefore, in order
to determine the orientation a different approach has to be taken such as a compass or inertial
measurement unit (IMU).

Another method to determine the location and orientation of the robot on the field could be
to use an external camera system and instead of detecting markers, detecting the robot itself
and its pose. By detecting the robot, the location on the field is known and with the pose, the
orientation can be determined. OpenPose8 [Wei et al., 2016] [Cao et al., 2017] for instance, is
a convolutional neural net and is able to detect humans and their poses in real time from RGB
images. Preliminary results showed that it was not able to detect the pose of a humanoid robot
with any of the pretrained models meaning that images of robots with known poses would have to
be gathered to train a specific humanoid robot model.

The solution that was finally chosen for, as is typical in the field of robotics, was to eliminate
all hardware, and to instead opt to use a simulation to generate data.

1.2.3 Acquisition and Learning of Virtual Data

The use of simulated data overcomes the many issues that arise when working with sensitive
hardware. Due to the recent advancements in computer graphics, generating photo realistic images
has proved to be a genuine alternative for actual real world data. The generation of images is only

8https://github.com/CMU-Perceptual-Computing-Lab/openpose
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Figure 1.3: Converting an angle (θ) to coordinates (θx, θy) on the unit circle where
θx = cos(θ) and θy = sin(θ).

one side of the story as being able to generate pixel perfect labels without the need for manual
annotation saves both time and resources. Recently, the Virtual KITTI data set [Gaidon et al.,
2016] was released containing images (Figure 1.2) and videos from outdoor scenes in a virtual
world with labels for object detection, optical flow and instance segmentation among others. This
research showed that when training a model on the same amount of simulated data instead of real
world data, the performance decreases. However, when more data is generated the performance
reaches the levels of the model trained on the real world data. This shows that the virtual data
contains less information per image but by simply generating more data the same level of accuracy
can still be reached when compared to the real world trained model.

In order to generate labelled data for the soccer field the game engine Unreal Engine 49 is
used. We extend the soccer field simulation10 of [Fürtig et al., 2017] [T. Hess and Ramesh, 2017]
to generate data and labels required to train and test a relocalisation model. Originally, the
simulation generated dense (per pixel) labels of which object, such as the ball or a robot, the
image pixels belonged to. Each generated sample consists of: an RGB image and a pose. The
image consists of 640 by 480 pixels with three colour channels as this is the typical resolution
at which the real robot operates. The pose is defined as an x and y coordinate in centimetres
relative to the centre of the field and the orientation as the rotation around the vertical z axis.
The z coordinate and rotations around the x and y axis are not of our interest as the robots
head remains at roughly the same height and the robot remains in a upright position unless it
has fallen over. The orientation around the z axis is defined as a coordinate on the unit circle in
order to simplify the error function that can be used on the orientation prediction as can be seen
in Figure 1.3. If the direct orientation would be used, large errors would have to be corrected at
the transition from -180 to 180 degrees whereas no such steps exist in the case of the coordinates.

At each iteration of the generation of a new sample, the robot from which the picture is
generated, the ball and the other players are moved to a different random location on the field.
As is typical to a real field, the virtual field is illuminated by several lights above the field. As the
lights cast shadows from the robots on the field, it might be possible that a trained model could
use this information to extract orientation information. As the lighting conditions change per field
the simulation also changes the intensity and temperature of the lights for each new generated
sample. To further increase the invariance to a specific field, the colour of the field is also changed
to various green tones. Initial tests with a data set that had a texture that was based on the
real field instead of a simple texture, showed that the model was able to determine which side the
robot was on even when no other features were provided. The model was also able to distinguish
halves when a surrounding was added to the virtual field such as the Intelligent Robotics Lab . As
the goal of our experiments are to exploit the symmetry of the field, the solid colour and a black
surrounding are used resulting in the example images which can be seen in Figure 1.4.

9https://www.unrealengine.com/en-US/what-is-unreal-engine-4
10https://github.com/TimmHess/UERoboCup
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Figure 1.4: Example images from the generated data set in the simulation with
different camera view positions, opponent positions, ball positions, lighting intensity
and temperature and green field colours.
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Chapter 2

(Re)localisation Methods

Various methods exist to determine the pose given a camera image. Two distinct groups can be
formed from these methods: based on multiple images or on a single image. The first group uses
multiple images to iteratively accumulate the estimated motion between subsequent images. As
explained in the previous Chapter, this method is not always suitable due to for instance robot
kidnapping. The benefit of this method is that it can be used without any previous knowledge about
the environment. This group has great similarity with the second group of localisation methods
also known as relocalisation. This group is known by this name as they are able to determine
the pose of the camera even after a great displacement as they only require a single image. To
determine the pose based on a single image, knowledge about the environment is needed to be able
to determine the pose. A hybrid between these two methods exists as well known as Simultaneous
Localisation and Mapping (SLAM) where using the first method, a map of the environment is build
at run time and used to localise even after the pose has changed in a unexpected way. That last
method has the benefit that no previous knowledge about the environment is required, yet when
the robot no longer knows where it is at, it can use the build map to relocalise itself as long as it
currently is at a location that it has previously visited.

2.1 Tracking Based

Instead of trying to determine the pose of a robot in an environment from a single image, the
movement of the robot can be used to determine its current location based on the previous location.
By accumulating the movement of the robot with a given start position, the end position of the
robot can be estimated. First the displacement of the pixels in the images must be matched with
methods such as optical flow, after which the most likely motion can be estimated.

2.1.1 Optical Flow

One method to determine movement from two subsequent images, is to determine the displacement
of the objects, or the optical flow [Horn and Schunck, 1981], in the images. The original paper
calculates brightness displacement while assuming that nearby similar valued pixels move smoothly
in the same direction, typically features are matched such as Haris corners [Harris and Stephens,
1988] [Nistér et al., 2004] to determine the displacement. More recent work has trained convolu-
tional neural networks named FlowNet [Dosovitskiy et al., 2015], in which different features are
first calculated from subsequent images by feeding them into different parts of a siamese network.
By feeding them in different feature layers, instead of shared ones, different types of features for
the first and second image can be calculated. These features are then fed into a correlation layer
in which the correlation is calculated between the two feature vectors.

c(x1, x2) =
∑

o∈[−k,k]×[−k,k]

〈f1(x1 + o), f2(x2 + o)〉 (2.1)
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As simply two features, f1 and f2 are compared, no additional training parameters are intro-
duced. The goal of this layer is to provide a measure of how similar the two images from which
the features were extracted are as similar features in this case means a similar pose. This layer is
then followed by more convolutional and deconvolutional layers to give a dense prediction of the
movement. Do note, that the movement of the camera itself has not yet been determined, only
the movement of the objects in the image. To determine the movement of the camera, structure
from motion can be used.

2.1.2 Structure from Motion

One way to track the position of an agent, such as a robot, is to determine the affine projection of
keypoints from an image to a subsequent image over time [Koenderink and Van Doorn, 1991]. In
order to do this, first features have to be found in images, typical features include scale invariant
feature transform (SIFT) [Lowe, 2004] [Wu et al., 2011] [Westoby et al., 2012], speeded up robust
features (SURF) [Bay et al., 2006], and Oriented fast and Rotated Brief (ORB) [Rublee et al.,
2011]. These features are used because they are both scale and orientation invariant which is a
requirement for features that have to be similar in subsequent images despite the camera of the
agent having moved slightly. For image It at time point t features Ft are detected. From the image
coordinates of the features from Ft three non colinear points are randomly chosen, the first will
be the origin of the affine frame and named O and assigned the coordinates (0, 0, 0), the second
X and (1, 0, 0) and the third Y (0, 1, 0). OX and OY now form the basis vectors of the affine
frame. The image coordinates from every other point P from Ft can be expressed with these two
vectors. As the affine transformation happens in a three dimensional space a fourth point Z has
to be chosen as well. This point is assigned the coordinates (0, 0, 1), to find the projection of this
point OZ the line segment, or trace, ZZ where Z is the same feature from the image It+1 at the
next time point, is projected on to the OXY frame.

The same trick can be applied to any other point P from Ft where P is considered the same
feature in image It+1. P is considered the projection of P on the OXY frame and the projection
of P itself. P is projected on the plane of image It+1 to create a second projected point. The line
segment on this plane dived by ZZ is the third coordinate for the affine projection. This affine
projection describes the motion of the camera between images It and It+1 and can be repeated for
subsequent images.

As only two images are considered, errors from previous affine movements accumulate over
time. Furthermore when a robot is kidnapped it is possible that no matches between features from
subsequent images are found and that no tracking information can be obtained. In robotic soccer
this problem occurs when a player is penalised and manually placed aside the field by a referee. In
such a situation relocalisation is required.

2.1.3 Simultaneous Localisation and Mapping (SLAM)

Instead of only keeping track of the movement relative to the previous image, it is also possible to
create a three dimensional model of the features that were recorded at each pose and iteratively
expand this model with each new image. This method is also known as SLAM [Smith and Cheese-
man, 1986] and the subfield that uses ordinary cameras as visual SLAM [Davison et al., 2007]. The
advantage of this method in comparison to the ordinary tracking from the previous Section is that
error does not necessarily accumulate with each new frame. Several methods have been developed
that provide loop closure in the created maps [Newman and Ho, 2005] [Labbe and Michaud, 2014]
resulting in high quality maps of the previously unknown environment. As error accumulates while
for instance tracking the position of an agent that is driving around a building, after the agent
has made a full loop the predicted position will not be exactly the same as the starting position.
Fixing this discrepancy is known as loop closure and is done by detecting similar features in the
map as the current position after which the constructed map is rectified by a calibration matrix.
In the case of this thesis, the field is a given and the creation of a map at run time is not necessary.
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2.2 Single Image Based

Instead of tracking the movement over time, the pose can also be determined with just the single
current image by comparing it to images with known positions. This can either be done directly,
image to image, or by comparing features of those images. Another method extracts a model from
the images with the known poses which can then be used to predict the pose for new images.

2.2.1 Parametric Methods

Some methods first build a model with the structure from motion method described above, creating
a database of images with known poses also known as reference images and reference poses [Liang
et al., 2013]. Due to the operations of the structure from motion algorithm, it could be that these
reference poses are not actual ground truths describing the real world due to the accumulating error.
Other ways to obtain pose information include exterior sensors such as GPS and multi camera based
tracking systems. For the matching of new images with unknown poses several methods exist to
compare them with the reference images such as comparing the fast fourier signatures [Cooley and
Tukey, 1965] [Menegatti et al., 2003] [Cassinis et al., 2002], comparing bidirectional texture features
[Cula and Dana, 2001] or the already mentioned scale invariant feature transform (SIFT) [Lowe,
2004] [Wu et al., 2011] [Westoby et al., 2012], speeded up robust features (SURF) [Bay et al., 2006],
and Oriented fast and Rotated Brief (ORB) [Rublee et al., 2011]. There even exists evidence that
small animals use this matching method to localise themselves [Collett et al., 1992].

One inherent problem to these methods is that they assume that there exists a unique one to
one mapping of images to different locations. In the real world however, different locations can look
very similar such as a seemingly endless corridor with regularly spaced doors. In such cases several
reference images with different associated poses would be found as they have a high similarity.
The typical way to overcome this problem is to add tracking of the movement of the robot over
time. The tracking assumes that the robot can only move a particular distance in a given amount
of time, making poses that a far away from the last known position unlikely.

Instead of just assuming a maximum amount of movement, an estimate of the actual movement
can sometimes be given from the commands send to the robot also known as the odometry. The
predictions from the odometry are then used together with the visual estimations in an extended
Kalman Filter [Kalman et al., 1960] or an unscented Kalman Filter [Julier and Uhlmann, 1997]
where the extended version does not linearise the modelled mean and covariance.

Another issue is that the accuracy of a system that uses reference images to compare new
images with, is that it can only be as good as the number of images in the database. Meaning,
that given an image whose pose lies between the poses of reference images, at best, the algorithm
would return the pose of the most similar reference image despite the related pose not being the
actual pose of the current image. More recent work has adapted to this by first retrieving the most
similar images, after which the actual pose of the new image is determined based on the top results
[Laskar et al., 2017]. A siamese network is trained to predict the relative camera pose between
the two image inputs and as the goal is to capture the geometric properties of such movement,
these images can be independent of the scene used at the testing stage. Meaning that images from
a different scene can be used at testing time without any retraining. As the trained branches of
the network function as feature extractors, the resulting output of a given image can be used to
query the database of reference images for most similar images. Then, the new image and the most
similar image can be fed into the network to predict their relative camera pose.

2.2.2 Non-Parametric Method

It is however also possible to work without a database and to fully encode the reference images
in a convolutional neural network. This network is introduced as PoseNet [Kendall et al., 2015]
and predicts full six degree of freedom (DoF) camera poses from single RGB images without the
need for any reference images at inference and is the first convolutional neural net to do so to our
knowledge. This model uses the GoogLeNet architecture [Szegedy et al., 2015] which consists of
nine inception layers as can be seen in Figure 2.1. In turn, one such inception layer consists of
four parallel convolutional layers at various sizes to capture different features. The output of these
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Figure 2.1: An overview of the GoogLeNet architecture used by PoseNet.

layers is then concatenated again after which it is fed into the next inception module. During
training of the network, the final regressor layers are repeated at one third and two thirds of the
network to partially solve the problem of vanishing gradients which occurs when training a very
deep (convolutional) neural network using backpropagation [LeCun et al., 1989]. The network was
first trained on the ImageNet data set [Deng et al., 2009] which consists of 3.2 million images from
10184 categories. By first training the network on a large scale data set, the layers generate more
general features without overfitting to the training data. The method of first training on a different
data set is known as transfer learning and typically used when no large data sets of the task at
hand are available.

Whereas PoseNet was used to predict the pose of a mobile phone in the city centre of Cambridge,
in this thesis the same architecture will be used to predict the pose of a robot on a soccer field.
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Chapter 3

Exploiting Symmetries in
RoboCup Soccer

The goal of this chapter is to provide an overview of how symmetries in a soccer field can increase
the performance of relocalisation. The relocalisation task consists of estimating the pose (x and
y coordinates and orientation θ) of the robot on a soccer field. As will be shown, the soccer field
is perfectly symmetrical causing uncertainty when prediction the pose as no distinction between
the two halves can be made. The model could therefore predict the pose on the other side of the
field that, from the point of view from the robot, looks identical to the view from the pose on the
correct side.

By explicitly using the symmetry of the soccer field in the encoding of the prediction of the
network, we try to isolate this uncertainty in a separate output of the network. Specifically, point
and line symmetries are used to create half and quarter field representations. The conversion of
the data as well as the training and testing of the various models have all been implemented1 using
the Caffe deep learning framework [Jia et al., 2014].

3.1 Detecting Symmetries

Detecting symmetries is something that has been a long topic of research in both the theoretical
and the computer science field. Even though the problem is clearly defined due to the definitions
of symmetries, it is not a solved problem as is proven by a very recent organised workshop named
Detecting Symmetry in the Wild2.

Even though detecting symmetries is not what is done to try to enhance the performance
in this relocalisation task, it is a relevant field from which lessons can be learned. For instance
from the RealWorld Images Competition 2013 [Liu et al., 2013], where a submission [Patraucean
et al., 2013] uses Hough transform [Duda and Hart, 1972] in addition to speeded up robust features
(SURF) [Bay et al., 2006] to detect similar features on both sides of a possible symmetry as is
a typical method to detect symmetries [Loy and Eklundh, 2006]. And other research [Cicconet
et al., 2017] which shows that even better performance can be gained in finding symmetries when
using convolutions to create edges, and expecting symmetries to have a mirrored edge across the
symmetry. These two submission use two different methods to exploit a symmetry, namely that
a similar feature must exist on the other side of the symmetry. They also highlight the, in this
case, problem in predicting the correct position of the robot based on a single image. As there
are multiple positions that will result in the same image, and these images will result in similar
features, finding the correct position based on these features would be impossible.

In the following experiments, the symmetries will be exploited to enhance the performance
when trying to relocalise.

1The implementation as well as the soccer data set can be found on github: github.com/S3BASTI3N/robopose
2https://sites.google.com/view/symcomp17/home
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Figure 3.2: Transforming from the data space, in this case the Cartesian coordinates,
to a feature space, here polar coordinates, can create a linearly separable space from
one that was previously not.

3.2 Exploiting Symmetries

Typically in model estimation, data is first transformed into some feature space to ease the learning
process. A well known example is the two overlapping circles, as can be seen in Figure 3.2 which
can not be linearly separated. After a transforming from Cartesian to Polar coordinates, a simple
linear separation is possible.

Instead of transforming the feature space, in this chapter the output space will be transformed.
Previous work shows that this can both reduce prediction time and increase performance [Deng
et al., 2011]. By instead of creating a classifier that has to predict probabilities for objects in an
image to belong to one of 10184 classes in the ImageNet data set [Deng et al., 2009], a tree structure
is created with at each node a classifier that determines if the object belongs to the left branch of
the current node or the right branch. For example: instead of having a single classifier that has
to predict if a depicted animal is a munchkin cat, Siamese cat, German shepherd or a beagle it
might be be beneficial to first create a classifier that determines whether the animal is a cat or a
dog. Then, the specific species of the cat or dog is determined by two additional classifiers specific
to those animals. By determining how many nodes in the tree are added and how many branches
those nodes have, a trade off between the accuracy and efficiency of the label tree is made. For
the ImageNet data set both an increase of accuracy and efficiency is showed with less training cost
when compared to previous created label trees [Torralba et al., 2008] and flat classifiers.

This research shows that by transforming the output space instead of the input space, the
performance can be increased as well. Similarly, by posing constrains based on symmetries on the
prediction of the location of the robot on a soccer field a similar approach is taken. By separating
the prediction of the half the robot is on from the location and orientation of the robot, the cause
of wrongly predicted poses should be isolated. In the next Section we will show that a soccer
field is symmetric and a several method to encode the symmetry creating two types of half field
representations and a quarter field in addition to the full field representations. The encoding also
provides the possibility to determine the original pose on the full field by prediction on which half
or quarter the robot is on.
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Figure 3.3: Point symmetry where positions on the right side of the field are trans-
formed into positions on the left side by mirroring through the centre circle.

3.3 Symmetries in RoboCup Soccer

An official RoboCup SPL (Section 1.1.1) field consists of a nine by six metres with lines to mark
the edges and the middle, as per the rule book of 2017 [RoboCup Technical Committee, 2017].
Each half has a penalty box and a penalty mark and in the centre a circle, similar to an official
human soccer field. Typically the field is lined with a five centimetre black border and foam boards
with logos of the sponsors or owners of the field. These foam boards break the symmetry but are
never the same for any field at any location. Using these boarder features in a deep network
would typically mean that the model had to be retrained for every field at every different location
resulting in a unpractical situation.

When only considering the field itself however, one can divide the field along the centre mapping
the opponents half, onto the home playing teams half as the field itself is perfectly symmetrical.
This can be done using point symmetry, or point reflection, where the centre circle is chosen as
the symmetry point. When considering this point, it can be seen in Figure 3.3 that each point on
a line segment on the right side of the centre circle has a matching point on the opposite side of
the centre circle thus fitting the definition of a point symmetry. When the position of the robot
on the field is transformed from the right side to the left side, the resulting produced images from
these locations are the same when only considering the field itself. For instance: the penalty box
appears to be on the left side of the robot when it is on the right half of field, and this remains
the same for the robot on the right side.

Algorithm 1 Converting the data set to the half field representation using the point symmetry.

Initialise SymmetryPoses = [...] . Initialise array to store converted poses
for all x, y, θx, θy ∈ Poses do . Update each pose

if y < 0 then . If the pose is on the other half
h = 1 . Other half
SymmetryPoses ← −x,−y,−θx,−θy, h . Append converted Pose

else
h = 0 . Same half
SymmetryPoses ← x, y, θx, θy, h . Append converted Pose

end if
end for
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(a) Half field. (b) Quarter Field

Figure 3.5: Using line symmetry to create a half and quarter representation by
mirroring along the dashed line or lines.

Another possible symmetry is line symmetry, or reflection symmetry, as can be seen in Figure
3.4a where positions on the right side of the centre line are transformed into locations on the left
side of the line by mirroring along the centre line. Transforming the location of the robot on the
field results in a different position on the opposite side when compared the the point symmetry.
While only considering the field itself, this would result in a different view to the robot, as the
penalty box was previously on the left on the robot, it now appears the be on the right side. This is
in contrast to the case with the point symmetry where views stayed the same. Another difference
is that in the field, two line symmetries exists while there is only one point symmetry. By applying
the two line symmetries the field can be further reduced to a quarter field while this is not the
case with the point symmetry. Whether these transformations have influence on the performance
of relocalisation is tried in the experiment explained in Section 3.5.

Finally, the field can be further reduced to only a quarter by applying two line symmetries
resulting in a field as illustrated in Figure 3.4b. Similar to the single line symmetry, views from the
robot flip horizontally but only is some cases. The flip only occurs for positions that do not have
to be transformed along the vertical axis. A full performance comparison for the relocalisation
task on a full, half and quarter field is given in Section 3.6.

Algorithm 2 Converting the data set to the half field representation using the line symmetry.

Initialise SymmetryPoses = [...] . Initialise array to store converted poses
for all x, y, θx, θy ∈ Poses do . Update each pose

if y < 0 then . If the pose is on the other half
h = 1 . Other half
SymmetryPoses ← x,−y, θx,−θy, h . Append converted Pose

else
h = 0 . Same half
SymmetryPoses ← x, y, θx, θy, h . Append converted Pose

end if
end for
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Figure 3.6: Grid wise representation of a robot location where any location of the
robot is discretised to the centre of the grid cell it is in.

3.4 Discrete versus Continuous Output Representation

The goal of this thesis is to predict the location and orientation of a robot on a soccer field, to
do this in the most efficient way two different location representations are tested: a grid based
discrete and a continuous regression representation. The orientation is represented as a coordinate
on the unit circle to prevent high error when transitioning from 180 degrees to -180 degrees.

As generally neural networks are considered to be better at discrete predictions than regression
[Norouzi et al., 2013], a discrete data set is created from the original data set, by grouping locations
into cells of one by one metre. This is done in such as way that the centre circle aligns with
the centre of a square as can be seen in Figure 3.6. In order to determine this size we assume
that predictions within this one metre box would be considered correct if a binary score for each
prediction had to be created. Of course a different size could be chosen depending on the amount
of precision needed and the results from a different size might be different from the ones obtained
in the experiments done in this thesis. An additional reason for discretising the locations is that
for many tasks as a football player, a approximate localisation is sufficient.

Whereas the regression based representation predicts the x and y coordinates of the robot, the
grid based method is represented as a one hot vector of grid cells that has a total size of 77 (7×11).

As no longer the exact location of the position of the robot is predicted, the theoretical minimal
error increases. To determine this exact number, the positions from the robot are considered to
be uniformly distributed within a grid cell. As the error is calculated as the Euclidean distance,
the surface of a circle with a radius equal to the average error should be equal to half the size of
the grid cell surface. The average error is then calculated as follows:

πr2 =
1

2
w2

r =

√
w2

2π

(3.1)

Where r equals the radius of the circle and thus the average error and w the width and height of
a grid cell. With a grid size of one by one metres (w = 1) it follows that the average error from the
grid centre is equal to 0.400. The goal of this experiment is to determine if reducing the problem
of finding the location or pose (p) of the robot, which is a x, y coordinate, to a discrete problem,
grid cell, will increase the performance even though the resolution at which a correct prediction
can be generated will be reduced.
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3.4.1 Method

To compare the regression and discrete methods, two models are created using the GoogLeNet
architecture, which is described in Section 2.2.2 followed by regression layers. Both models predict
the orientation of the robot the same: the feature vector (F ) that is produced is multiplied by a
single matrix (Mθ) to predict the orientation of the robot.

[
F0 . . . F1023

]
×

 Mθ0,0 . . . Mθ0,1
...

. . .

Mθ1023,0 Mθ1023,1

 =
[
θx θy

]
(3.2)

For the regression model, the feature vector is multiplied by a different matrix (Mxy) to produce
the prediction for the location.

[
F0 . . . F1023

]
×

 Mxy0,0 . . . Mxy0,1
...

. . .

Mxy1023,0 Mxy1023,1

 = p =
[
x y

]
(3.3)

While the discrete model needs to produce a probability distribution of the probability of the
robot being in a certain cell, this is done with a multiplication (Md) followed by a softmax activation
(S).

S

[F0 . . . F1023

]
×

 Md0,0 . . . Md0,1
...

. . .

Md1023,0 Md1023,1


 =

[
d0 . . . d76

]
(3.4)

S(x)j =
exj∑K
k=1 e

zk
(3.5)

In order to train these networks a loss function has to be defined for the models, which results
in the following two equations for the regression model and the grid based models respectively:

Lreg(p, θ) = α‖p̂− xT ‖2 + β‖θ̂ − θT ‖2 (3.6)

Lgrid(g, θ) = αC(ĝ, g) + β‖θ̂ − θT ‖2 (3.7)

For the regression model, the euclidean distance is taken between the label, indicated with
p̂ and θ̂ while for the discrete version the cross entropy C is calculated for the location instead.
To balance the loss between the orientation and location α and β are used. As the bounds for
the error for the orientation are lower (0-2) while the location error can increase to the field size
(0-1082), the values for α and β are therefore set to 2 and 750 to balance this. A full grid search on
various parameter pairs is tested in the next Sections. The network is trained for 12.000 iterations
on a train set of 1600 image and label pairs. In order to produce comparable results, for the
discrete representation the difference between the location on the field of the grid cell with the
higher probability is compared to the label resulting in an error in centimetres. In addition of a
direct comparison of the predictions of the models for the half representation, another comparison
where the half prediction is used to cast the predicted location and orientation back to the full field
representation is given. The first we mark as the oracle models and the second as the modelled
ones.

3.4.2 Results

An overview for both the average and median errors, indicated with x and x̃ respectively, for the
location, orientation and half for the continuous and discrete representations can be found in Table
3.1. A visualisation of the correlation between the error for the location and orientation prediction
is given as well in Figure 3.7.

From the results we observe that the location predictions improve for both the discrete and
continuous representations for the oracle models after conversion to the half field representation.
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Field Type p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
Oracle
Discrete Full 313.85 293.37 4.97 3.46 - -
Discrete Half 113.29 72.16 20.43 5.91 - -
Continuous Full 220.83 217.41 45.70 41.95 0.5 0.5
Continuous Half 72.56 44.45 59.75 44.99 0.5 0.5
Modelled
Discrete Half 291.22 240.12 47.24 20.41 0.5 0.5
Continuous Half 278.49 172.28 91.14 94.00 0.5 0.5

Table 3.1: Results for the regression and discrete representation on full and half fields
where p represents the location error (centimetres) and θ the orientation (degrees). In
the oracle models the predicted location and orientation are directly compared to the
labels where as for the modelled version the half label is used to cast the predictions
back to the full field representation.
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Figure 3.7: Showing the spread and correlations of the error of the full regression
(red), half regression (blue), full discrete (green) and half discrete (cyan) representa-
tions.
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The predictions for the orientation however decrease. When comparing the discrete and continuous
half representations the continuous representation performs better on the location prediction while
the discrete representation does on the orientation. As the continuous representation provides
higher performance on both the half and full field for the location prediction we chose to continue
using this representation for the following experiments and to no longer consider the discrete
representation. The predictions of the side of the field (h) are almost random, and when used
to transform the prediction back to the full field would result in similar performance as the full
field representation. The models that use the half prediction to cast back to a full representation
perform worse or similar to their full representation versions due to the half prediction being
unreliable with a average error of 0.5.

3.5 Point Symmetry on Full and Half Field

In this experiment the point symmetry in the field, as explained in Section 3.3, is utilised and
compared to relocalisation on the full field. Because the uncertainty of the half the robot is on is
diverted from the location and orientation prediction to the half prediction, a more precise location
and orientation prediction is expected.

3.5.1 Method

To predict the orientation of the robot the same architecture is used as described in Equation
3.2, 3.3 and 3.6 for the orientation, location and loss. For the predictions made for the half field
however, the side of the field has to be considered as well in the loss function.

Lreg(x, θ, h) = α‖x̂− xT ‖2 + β‖θ̂ − θT ‖2 + γ‖ĥ− h‖2 (3.8)

The values for α, β and γ are determined by using grid search on a separate test set of the
generated data set. To predict which side the robot is on, the feature vector is multiplied by a
single matrix.

σ

[F0 . . . F1023

]
×

 Mh0

...
Mh1023


 = h (3.9)

As we want to predict a single probability for the half, the sigmoid function is used to limit the
predicted values to values between zero and one.

σ(x) =
1

1 + e−x
(3.10)

To ensure that the symmetry property holds true, a generated data set of a soccer field with a
black background is used. The final evaluation on the half field will be given in two ways: euclidean
distance between the predicted value and the actual value as if there were only one half. The other
method will use the half prediction to transform the prediction back to the predicted half and
calculate the euclidean distance from this position.

3.5.2 Results

First the values for α, β and γ have to be determined using grid search, of which the average and
median errors can be found in Table 3.2. Using these results, the values 1 and 500 were chosen for
α and β for the full field and 100, 250, 100 for the half field generating the results on the validation
set as can be seen in Table 3.3 and Figure 3.8. The location prediction is greatly improved when
the field is reduced to the half field representation as expected. The prediction of the orientation
on the other hand, decreases in performance to a level where it is no longer useful as predicting
the orientation wrong by an average of 57 degrees results in greatly different result when trying to
shoot the ball towards the position where the goal would be based on this orientation.
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Field α β γ p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
Full 1 500 - 258.56 272.56 8.28 5.33 - -

2 750 - 256.99 272.45 9.99 5.62 - -
100 250 - 270.28 271.36 11.33 8.81 - -
250 100 - 267.14 279.76 15.51 10.37 - -

Half 100 250 250 88.36 52.96 72.27 56.43 0.5 0.5
250 100 250 150.36 139.78 96.82 90.77 0.5 0.5
250 250 100 72.70 63.99 79.91 73.31 0.5 0.5
100 100 250 77.72 45.64 75.12 68.53 0.5 0.5
100 250 100 79.90 50.48 59.98 44.77 0.5 0.5
100 500 100 38.45 84.44 65.75 75.60 0.5 0.5
100 1000 100 55.93 91.07 52.91 61.26 0.5 0.5
250 100 100 80.71 52.93 71.66 69.36 0.5 0.5

Table 3.2: Average (p and θ) and median (p̃ and θ̃) errors in centimetres for the
location and degrees for the orientation, for the point symmetry to create half a field
compared to a full field to determine the values of α, β and γ.

Field p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
Full 252.18 254.62 4.79 6.99 - -
Half 82.56 50.28 56.69 42.12 0.5 0.5

Table 3.3: Average (p and θ) and median (p̃ and θ̃) errors for the point symmetry
to create half a field compared to a full field.
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Figure 3.8: Errors for both the location p (centimetres) and orientation θ (degrees)
predictions with the full (red) and half (blue) representations created with a point
symmetry on the validation set.
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3.6 Line Symmetry on Full, Half and Quarter Field

Similar to the previous experiment, but this time with line symmetry, a full, half and also a quarter
field are tested. As explained in Section 3.3, transforming the pose of the robot across the line
symmetry causes the image the flip horizontally while this is not the case when using a point
symmetry. On the quarter field however, the horizontal flip occurs only when the pose that is
transformed to the destination quarter could also be reached by a single mirror across the centre
line. The expectation is that due to this occasional horizontal flip of the image, the performance
on a quarter field will not be better than on the half field.

3.6.1 Method

For the full field Equation 3.6 is used as the loss function, while the half field uses the function as
defined in Equation 3.8. For the quarter field another variable (q) is introduced to predict if the
robot is on the top or bottom quarter of the field.

Lreg(x, θ, h, q) = α‖x̂− xT ‖2 + β‖θ̂ − θT ‖2 + γ‖ĥ− h‖2 + γ‖q̂ − q‖2 (3.11)

Values for α, β and γ are taken from the previous experiment (100, 250, 100). The quarter
prediction q is computed with a same shaped matrix as the half prediction h in conjunction with
a sigmoid activation to limit the possible values between zero and one.

σ

[F0 . . . F1023

]
×

 Mq0
...

Mq1023


 = q (3.12)

3.6.2 Results

The average and median error for the line symmetry on a half and quarter field are compared in
Table 3.4 while the complete distributions of errors in visualised in Figure 3.9. This visualisation
shows that the error for the location prediction decreases for both the half and quarter represen-
tations when compared to the full representation. The prediction of the orientation on the other
hand still appears to be as scattered across the axis when comparing both the half and quarter
representations to the full representation. For all representations there appears to be no correlation
between the error for the prediction of the location and the orientation.

3.7 Conclusions

From the results it can be seen that for both the continuous and discrete representation, the
half field representation significantly decreases the mean and median error for localisation. When
comparing the continuous and discrete representation on both the full and half field, the continuous
representation performs better than the discrete one on the localisation task while the opposite is
true for the orientation. Additionally, the errors for the half on which the image was taken, appears
to be near random. This can be explained by the lack of features in the data set that could indicate
on which side the robot is on. As the prediction of the location does improve, isolating the half to
a separate prediction is successful, but only when this prediction is not used to transform the pose
back to the full field.

For the point symmetry the results show how important it is to perform optimisation on the
hyperparameters. Furthermore, using the best performing parameters the half field representation
outperforms the full field representation on the localisation task. The orientation however shows
an increase in error which is counter intuitive. The expectation was that when half a field was used
as a label, the identical view, and therefore the opposite orientation, were no longer considered.

When comparing the results for the average location errors from the line symmetry, reducing
the output space to a quarter field further reduces the average error. Despite the error for the
orientation to increase for the orientation with the half field representation, it decreases again
for the quarter field although still being higher than the full field representation. From this the

21



Type p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃ q q̃
Full 252.18 254.62 4.79 6.99 - - - -
Half 73.07 55.92 81.42 92.61 0.5 0.5 - -
Quarter 40.92 26.40 68.93 53.35 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

Table 3.4: Average (p, θ, h and q) and median (p̃, θ̃, h̃ and q̃) errors for the line
symmetry after creating a half and quarter field.
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Figure 3.9: Errors for both the location (centimetres) and orientation (degrees)
predictions for the full (red), half (blue) and quarter (green) representations created
with a line symmetry on the validation set.
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conclusion can be drawn that when trying to localise on a soccer field, the best representation
to use would be the quarter one but only when another classifier predicts accurately predicts the
correct quarter possibly based on features outside of the field.

3.7.1 Line versus Point Symmetry

Finally, the two half field representation that are created with the line and point symmetries are
compared from results in Tables 3.4 and 3.3 respectively. The difference in results for the locali-
sation predictions show no significant difference when comparing the point to the line symmetry:
254.62 versus 221.34 on the full field and 50.28 versus 55.92 on the half field. While the difference
in orientation does: 6.99 versus 25.40 on the full field and 42.12 versus 92.61 on the half field. This
might follow from the horizontal flip in the image that was explained in Section 3.6 even though
it seems to not impact the prediction of the location. Therefore, when restricted to a half field
representation, using the point symmetry would work best.
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Chapter 4

Symmetry in Street Scenes

The experiments in the previous chapter showed that, on an artificial data set with a perfect
symmetry, transforming the output space increased the performance. In this chapter, three data
sets with ground truth labels of outdoor environments from the original PoseNet model [Kendall
et al., 2015] are tested to validate if the proposed approach works in situations where no perfect
symmetry is present. These sets are created by walking around the city of Cambridge while
recording a video with a mobile phone. Images are taken from this videos and poses are generated
afterwards by applying structure from motion, Section 2.1.2, to subsequent images and assumed
to be ground truth.

In comparison to the soccer data set, no perfect symmetry is present as there are always
additional features that disambiguate the two sides of the symmetry as will be shown in the next
Section. Due to these features, a smaller increase in performance is expected when compared to
the soccer data set as no such features were present there. First however, the method of applying
the symmetry to the three data sets is explained, followed by the results and finally the conclusions
that can be made using these results.

4.1 Street Scenes

In comparison to the soccer field, the following data sets do not provide a perfect symmetry,
meaning that there is no symmetry point or line across from which the same feature can always be
found. They do however contain weak symmetries as will be explained in the following Sections.

4.1.1 Kings College

The first real world data set is composed of images from the King’s College entrance. All images
depict either the gate itself or the wall attached to it while never showing the other side of the
street. As can be seen in Figure 4.1a, the gate appears to contain a symmetry line across the
centre, where the left side of the gate is a mirror of the right side (or the other way around).

This imperfect symmetry is used to transform the labels of the data set into a data set that
has all positions of the camera on one side of the gate, while adding a separate binary label for the
side of the camera relative to the gate, similar to the line symmetry experiment on the soccer field
explained in Section 3.5. The resulting positions after this transformation are visualised in Figure
4.3a. As the poses in this data set move along a wall, a clear mapping can be made by applying
the symmetry resulting in the expectation of an increase in the performance while relocalising.

4.1.2 St Marys Church

While the previous data set contains images of a relatively flat facade, the next data set is recorded
by walking around the Great St Marys Church. From Figure 4.1c, an imperfect symmetry line
across the entrance can be seen. Even both sides appear to be similar when comparing Figures
4.1e and 4.1d supporting the symmetry line across the entrance in the front. As in the previous
experiment, the symmetry line is used to transform all positions to one side of the church while
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(a) View of gate of King’s College. (b) Overview of the King’s College walls.

(c) The front view of the St Marys Church.

(d) North (left) view.

(e) South (right) view.

(f) Example images from the Street data set showing that the two sides of the street do not appear
the same and no symmetry is present.

Figure 4.2: Example images from the Kings College, St Marys Church and Street
data sets.
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adding a label that indicates the original side of the church. Even though the poses are not along
a straight wall like the previous data set but around an object, a clear mapping can still be made
as can be seen in Figure 4.3b. Due to this mapping, an increase in performance while relocalising
is expected.

4.1.3 Street

Finally, a data set of a street is used as well. This data is transformed differently from the previous
two data sets as no clear symmetries appear in these images as on side of the street does not look
the same as the other side, as can be seen in the example image depicted in Figure 4.1f. Instead of
prediction the x and y coordinates of the street relative to the starting point of the recording of the
data set, the focus is put on how far down the street the image is taken. From Figure 4.3c, it can be
seen that the y axis contains relatively small variation when compared to the x axis, we therefore
define how far down the street we are as the x coordinate. The y coordinate is still predicted but
the positions are normalised by subtracting the mean of the surrounding forty samples. After this,
similar to how the line symmetry is enforced, a symmetry across the x axis is assumed, and a label
for when a position is on the opposite side of the symmetry is added resulting in the labels as
depicted in Figure 4.4. While the output space of this data set is greatly transformed to be able
to enforce a symmetry that is not present, no significant improvement is expected. instead, the
results from this data set are used to depict the impact of transforming the output space on the
performance.

4.2 Method

As was done in the previous chapter, the GoogLeNet architecture is used followed by fully connected
layers to predict the orientation represented by a unit circle (Section 1.3) and the location p as xy
coordinates (Section 3.4) for the original data sets. The precise architecture for both GooLeNet
and the regression layers are explained in detail in Sections 2.2.2 and 3.4. As the trade off between
training the location, orientation and half predictions must be found, a test set from the data set
is used to determine the hyperparameters α, β and γ. The final performance is then tested on a
validation set which has no overlap with either the training nor the test set.

Performance for the model trained on the original data set will be compared to both the
performance of the transformed data sets as to the results from the original PoseNet[Kendall et al.,
2015] model. Performance is defined as average and median error for the location, orientation and
half prediction. As the original PoseNet model predicts x, y, z coordinates and quaternions for the
orientation their comparison is a mere indication of performance.

4.3 Results

The results for the grid search on the test sets for the different data sets can be found in Table
4.1. Using these best performing parameters, the same models are tested on their validation sets
whose results can be found on Table 4.2. For the Kings College data set the parameters for α, β
and γ are 1 and 500 for the full representation and 0.3, 150 and 300 for the half representation.
With these results, no clear distinction can be made in the error distributions visualised in Figure
4.5 while the average and median results for the location show a slight increase in performance,
the orientation performance decreases.

For the St Marys Church the parameters 2 and 750 performance best on the test set for the half
representation while the parameters 0.3, 150 and 300 do for the half representation. With these
parameters, the visualisation of the error of each pose (Figure 4.6) shows that the full representation
has a number of points that perform particularly bad while these are not present with the half
representation.

Finally, for the Street data set parameters 1, 500 and 0.3, 150 and 300 are picked for the full
and half representations. Similar to the visualisation of the error for the poses of the Kings College
data set, the visualisation for the Street data set, found in Figure 4.7, show no clear differences in
performance.
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(a) The poses from the Kings College data set before transformation (blue) and after (red).
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(b) The poses from the St Marys Church data set before transformation (blue) and after (red).
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(c) The poses from the Street data set before transformation (blue) and after (red).

Figure 4.4: A visualisation of what the poses look like after the symmetry is encoded
in the output space of the models for the Kings College, St Marys Church and Street
data set.
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α β γ p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
Kings College
Full

1 500 - 1.69 1.47 3.99 3.80 - -
2 750 - 1.80 1.60 4.39 3.94 - -

100 250 - 1.51 1.35 7.92 7.10 - -
250 100 - 17.62 17.01 4.29 4.51 - -

Half
0.3 150 300 2.95 2.27 5.67 4.00 0.02 0.01
100 100 250 1.52 1.29 44.19 44.39 0.52 0.52
100 250 100 1.50 1.61 43.21 43.83 0.52 0.52
250 100 100 1.56 1.26 44.39 44.89 0.51 0.51
250 250 100 1.53 1.36 44.64 44.79 0.52 0.52
250 100 250 1.99 1.65 43.75 44.07 0.52 0.52
100 250 250 1.64 1.42 40.34 40.39 0.51 0.51

St Marys Church
Full

1 500 - 4.52 3.34 6.89 5.04 - -
2 750 - 3.57 2.79 5.98 4.53 - -

100 250 - 4.01 3.56 10.58 9.43 - -
250 100 - 3.56 4.17 10.34 8.55 - -

Half
0.3 150 300 3.41 2.96 7.46 3.82 0.08 0.02
100 100 250 3.39 2.54 67.19 67.17 0.51 0.51
100 250 100 3.26 2.76 67.61 65.44 0.51 0.51
250 100 100 3.24 2.60 67.44 65.07 0.51 0.51
250 250 100 2.96 2.45 67.43 64.65 0.51 0.51
250 100 250 3.04 2.32 68.19 68.45 0.51 0.51
100 250 250 3.91 3.22 67.22 66.08 0.51 0.52

Street
Full

1 500 - 126.08 123.46 57.08 55.23 - -
2 750 - 174.36 166.28 57.98 55.39 - -

100 250 - 150.77 143.24 58.09 56.24 - -
250 100 - 142.63 143.19 59.03 62.65 - -

Half
0.3 150 300 46.50 31.72 39.01 29.92 0.42 0.39
100 100 250 203.82 210.26 75.71 81.78 0.50 0.50
100 250 100 161.53 151.51 74.22 74.88 0.50 0.50
250 100 100 205.38 215.40 77.64 83.13 0.50 0.50
250 250 100 128.03 120.50 73.41 72.77 0.50 0.50
250 100 250 66.39 51.09 69.98 70.00 0.51 0.51
100 250 250 168.91 176.19 75.97 78.95 0.50 0.50

Table 4.1: Average and median errors in metres for the location, degrees for the
orientation and half to determine the values for α, β and γ.
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α β γ p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
Kings College
Full 1 500 - 3.03 1.98 5.43 4.29 - -
Half 0.3 150 300 2.95 2.27 5.67 4.00 0.02 0.01
PoseNet - - - - 1.92 - 2.70 - -
St Marys Church
Full 2 750 - 4.04 4.88 10.48 7.63 - -
Half 0.3 150 300 3.41 2.96 7.46 3.82 0.08 0.02
PoseNet - - - - 2.65 - 4.24 - -
Street
Full 1 500 - 88.09 77.49 87.43 73.05 - -
Half 0.3 150 300 46.50 31.72 39.01 29.92 0.42 0.39
PoseNet - - - - 3.67 - 3.25 - -

Table 4.2: Average and median errors in metres for the location, degrees for the
orientation and half for the point symmetry to create a half and full representation.
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Figure 4.5: Errors for the location (p) and orientation (θ) for the full (red) and half
(blue) representations for the Kings College data set.
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Figure 4.6: Errors for the location (p) and orientation (θ) for the full (red) and half
(blue) representations for the St. Marys Church data set.
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Figure 4.7: Errors for the location (p) and orientation (θ) for the full (red) and half
(blue) representations for the Street data set.

30



4.4 Conclusions

From the results in Table 4.2 the following can be concluded: for the Kings College, St Marys
Church and Street data sets, the original PoseNet model performs better than the full representa-
tion tested in this experiment. One possible cause could be the different representations used in
this experiment as in our model only the x and y coordinates are predicted whereas in the PoseNet
model the z coordinate is predicted as well. The orientation is predicted differently as well: our
model predicts the two coordinates on a unit circle to get the orientation around a single axis,
whereas PoseNet predicts the four components of a quaternion. A more fine tuned grid search to
determine the parameters for the multivariate loss function might be another reason. The reason
behind this experiment was however not to prove that better hyperparameters, such as the ones
for the multivariate loss function, results in a better performance but to compare the influence of
encoding the symmetry in the half representation.

The first thing that stands out is that the results for the Street data set are far worse than
the results obtained by the original authors of PoseNet. Even with the original architecture and
hyperparameters, different results were obtained. Due to this difference, the results are not com-
parable to the original. When observing the results for the full and half representations, the errors
in prediction of the half (0.42 on average) is highly unreliable along with the high errors for the
location (46.5 metres) and orientation (39.01) the created model is unusable. This is however, not
against the expectations as a symmetry was forced upon the model while none was present.

The models that were created with the half and full representations for the Kings College data
sets, show no significant difference for the location (1.98 and 2.27) with a P score of 0.8331 and the
orientation (4.29 and 4.00) with a P score of 0.0174. The half prediction that comes with the half
representation does perform well with a median error of 0.01 meaning that the model is clearly
able to distinguish on which side of the gate the image is taken. The model trained on the St.
Marys Church shows significant difference for the full and half representations when predicting the
location (4.88 and 2.96) with a P score of 0.0007 while no significant difference can be observed for
the orientation (7.63 and 3.82) with a P score of 0.65. Again, the model is also able to accurately
determine the side of the church with a median error of 0.02. With a output space that is more
complex when compared to the wall from Kings College, it appears that encoding the symmetry
leads to higher accuracy.

When observing the visualisation of the Kings College, St. Marys Church and Street error
distributions for the full and half representation, all data set appear to be similar. No clear
correlation between the error for the location and orientation can be found meaning that some
times the model is able to predict the orientation accurately while predicting the location wrongly
or the other way around. From this we can conclude that some images do contain information from
which the location or orientation can be determined, while getting the other prediction wrong.

Overall, the results indicate that encoding the symmetry in the output space of the model
increases the performance of the prediction of the location with the St. Marys Church data set
while performance does not decrease on any of the other predictions.

31



Chapter 5

Conclusions and Future Work

5.1 Conclusions and Discussion

From the experiments performed in this thesis the most valuable discovery is that when a symmetry
is present, such as in the soccer field and the St. Marys Church data sets, encoding the symmetry
in the output space of the prediction of the relocalisation model can increase the performance.
While with the soccer task the prediction of the orientation of the robot on the field became
far worse, the real world data from the Street scenes did not suffer from this side effect. For the
Kings College data set, the output space might not have been complex enough, leaving no room for
improvement by exploiting the symmetry. On the other hand, the Street data set had no symmetry
to begin with, leading to no significant improvement, showing that it is not only a reduction in the
limits of the output space that yield better results. Concluding that applying the symmetry when
applicable, leads to an improvement while trying to relocalise.

A point of discussion is the decrease in performance when predicting the orientation of the
robot on a soccer field with the half and quarter representations. The same error does however
not appear in the prediction of the orientation for the Street scenes suggesting that the error is
more likely related to the data set and less likely to the model and methods used throughout this
thesis. In addition to the comparison of the full and half representation in the Street scenes data
set, an additional comparison of the line and point symmetries would have been beneficial to the
conclusions in this thesis. Unfortunately yet not surprisingly, no data set of real world data with
known poses could be found of a location with a point symmetry. When such data set would have
been available, the performance of the point and line symmetries could have been compared as
well on real world data.

Finally, the lack of real world labelled soccer data results in the absence of some insightful com-
parisons between real world data based models and virtual data based ones even though previous
work has showed that this can be successful. It would also have been interesting to first train
models on virtual data, followed by training on real world data also known as transfer learning.
The acquisition of real world data is therefore also one of the subjects in the next Section about
the future work.

With the data available, several experiment have been conducted to explore the possibilities of
the use of symmetries on deep convolutional neural networks. The results from the experiments
have showed that the use of the symmetry can be beneficial when determining the pose.

5.2 Future Work

As is typically the case, during the research period of this thesis several extensions have been
thought of yet not explored due to various reason of which the time constraint is the most important
one. Two major topics are of our interest: towards mobile robots and end to end learning of
symmetries without manual explicit encoding in the output space of the model.
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5.2.1 Mobile Robots

At the start of this thesis, the first idea was to develop a relocalisation method that could be run
on a Nao robot, this turned out to be difficult because of two reason: no data set exists of images
from the robot with known poses and it turns out that creating one is a non-trivial task. The
second reason is that performing inference of a convolutional neural network on the robot itself
requires strict limitations on the architecture.

Real World Data

As explained in Section 1.2.1, trying to create a data set of an actual robot walking around a full
sized field, which is nine by six metres, proved to be beyond the capabilities of the tracking system
available to us. To create a model that is able to predict the pose of images from the actual robot,
realistic images for both training and testing captured by the robot are however a necessity. Apart
from attempting to use the tracking system to create labels for the images, two other methods can
be tried for future research. The first uses the structure from motion algorithm from Section 2.1.2
where from two subsequent images, the movement of the robot is estimated. As the error in the
determined global position of the robot is the sum of all previous movements of subsequent images,
the error in the global position accumulates over time. Nonetheless, this is a popular method to
create poses for images and might be good enough to provide insight into the capabilities of the
used model architecture on a real world data set.

The second method would be to create a more realistic simulation that would produce images
that are nearly indistinguishable from real, like the KITTI data set described in Section 1.2.3. By
creating such a simulation, the creation of new data sets with certain features such as walking along
a line, placement of other robots or movement of the ball, would become far easier than trying to
create these with a real robot. This simulation could then also be used for various other vision
related tasks such as recognising other robots, the goal or the ball as perfect ground truth can be
generated without the need for manual annotation. To validate that this simulation is realistic,
images from the real world robot would however still be required.

Reduce Computational Requirements

The other major subject of interest relates to being able to perform inference on the robot itself.
While inference time on a GPU enabled machine is reasonable for real time usage, the Nao robot
that has to be used in the soccer matches only has a single core CPU from 2004. In this thesis
the GoogLeNet architecture has been used to extract features from the images to predict poses.
It might be the case that this architecture provides more detailed features than strictly necessary
to relocalise. Exploring which layers in the GoogLeNet architecture provide useful features while
disabling the others could result in a speed up of the inference time enabling the robot to perform
inference in reasonable time. Trying out networks with faster inference time altogether that require
less computational operations, while maintaining the same accuracy or even improve it is another
research direction. This method is supported by the preliminary results found in Table 5.1 which
are obtained by initialising with a model trained on the ImageNet data set and further trained with
the St. Marys Church data set, and adapting each model architecture to include the regression
layers to be able to predict the pose.

These results indicates that the AlexNet [Krizhevsky et al., 2012] network is able to achieve sim-
ilar results while being faster to train and to perform inference [Canziani et al., 2016]. SqueezeNet
[Iandola et al., 2016] has approximately 1.2 million parameters compared to GoogLeNets approxi-
mately 11 million parameters and is also able to perform localisation with the full representation.
For the half representation, the accuracy decreases which might be due to the hyperparameters
of the multivariate loss function. These results indicate that other faster networks are also able
to create usable features for relocalisation. Creating a network specifically designed for the robot
might therefore also be able to create usable features enabling to use the proposed methods of this
this in real time, on the robot. For the robot network one topic of interest is the use of binary
networks [Rastegari et al., 2016] [Wu et al., 2016] that reduce the precision of network layers to
be able to use bit wise operations to parallelise computations in both the convolutional and fully
connected layers.
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Architecture p p̃ θ θ̃ h h̃
GoogLeNet
Full 3.03 1.98 5.43 4.29 - -
Half 3.40 2.86 7.57 4.06 0.09 0.03
AlexNet
Full 6.86 5.05 13.66 6.10 - -
Half 5.59 4.52 12.90 4.85 0.17 0.06
SqueezeNet
Full 7.02 6.50 9.46 6.15 - -
Half 17.75 17.34 10.58 5.54 0.09 0.01

Table 5.1: Average (p, θ and (h) and median (p̃, θ̃ and h̃) errors for the location,
orientation and half predictions for the previously used GoogLeNet, AlexNet and
SqueezeNet. Preliminary results indicating that other, faster, network architectures
such as AlexNet are also able to perform the relocalisation task. SqueezeNet performs
worse with the half representation while performing similar to the other architectures
on the full representation.

5.2.2 End to End Learning of Symmetry Exploitation

In the experiments described in this thesis, for both the soccer and the street scenes data sets, the
symmetry was enforced manually by encoding it in the predictions of the used network. In future
work, ideally, these symmetries would be detected by the network itself meaning that knowledge
about similar inputs resulting in different outputs needs to be captured. To do this, the architecture
of the network needs to implement the transformation of the coordinates itself. As an initial
experiment we suggest adding a line symmetry layer where the transformed pose (ph), orientation
(θh, θh) and half (h) are formally defined as follows:

h =

(
p− b

[
0
1

])
× µ > 0 (5.1)

Where h is therefore a binary value: either one or zero. As no ground truth is available for this
variable it is a latent variable and used to determine the location and orientation:

ph = p− 2h

(
p− b

[
0
1

])
· µ⊥

µ⊥ · µ⊥
· µ⊥ (5.2)

θh = −h (θ + 2(−θ · µ)µ) + (1− h)θ (5.3)

Where µ depicts the direction of the symmetry line (and µ⊥ the perpendicular direction) and
b the translation of the symmetry line from the origin thus introducing two variables that encode
the symmetry. These two parameters can be learned as is typical in convolutional neural networks
by using the gradients of µ and b. How much influence the addition of these two parameters to the
millions of parameters already in the convolutional neural network would have to be determined
experimentally.

This implements an explicit line symmetry layer, which could be seen as encoding prior knowl-
edge in the network architecture, yet without explicitly giving the specific symmetry to the network.
As the method is optimised during training, the model might use a different idea of symmetry then
we would. As this method does not encode that images on both sides of the symmetry need to
be similar per the definition of a symmetry, it is also possible that the model optimises µ and b
in another way. Just like the experiments done in this thesis, the symmetry applies to the entire
output space of the data set while symmetries that only apply to a part of the output space might
be of interest as well.

In this thesis we have explored using given symmetries and experimentally showed that this
could be beneficial when trying to relocalise on a virtual soccer field or a real world street scene.
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